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DYREVELFARD

Defineres ved graden af opfyldelse af dyrets behov og
oalancen mellem positive og negative oplevelser

' - ] | - —
| 1 : l ﬁ* N e B |
” iy 'H i
'! A i | )
i lE ' ‘ :
Simin '
: ‘l I l
| |

I '3 B g ’ {
» E f i i
"y /9{ i J U5

/ AARHUS 1 ANNE WINTHER CHRISTENSEN
V UNIVERSITY 18. NOV. 2024 ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



DEBAT OM VELFARD HOS SPORTSHESTE
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ADFARDSTEGN
KOMPROMITTERET VELFARD

Unormal adfcerd og stereotypier

“Konfliktadfcerd”

Diskrete signaler




Ubehag Smerte

Modsatrettede
signaler

For stort pres
(mentalt/fysisk)
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HESTENS ADFARD

Unormal adfcerd og stereotypier

“Konfliktadfcerd”

Diskrete signaler




SMERTEADFARD

A Tiin Tace R A

Lowered ears (the
distance between the
ears increases at the base)

Contraction of the
muscle above the eye
(m. levator anguli oculi
medialis)

Tense stare

Tension of the facial muscles HeSte Sl(JUler Smertetegn
ved stress ...

Nostril dilated in the
medio-lateral direction
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{from the midline to the ihustration by Andrea Klintbjer @Karina Bech Gleerup
outside).
Edged shape of the muzzle with lips
pressed together and flattened chin S,
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Oral behaviour
Riding

Sports horses
Tolt

Welfare
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ABSTRACT

Sport horse welfare is currently under scrutiny. Among other issues, it has been pointed out that behavioural
signs of discomfort are frequently overlooked during training and competitions. Previous studies reported a
relatively high prevalence of these types of behaviour (e.g., tail swishing, mouth opening - typically jointly
labelled ‘conflict behaviour’) in elite level dressage and show jumping warmblood horses. This study aimed to

the prevalence of conflict behaviour in Icelandic horses competing at elite level in breed-specific gait
competitions. We used online video recordings from a competition in Iceland, including two different compe-
titions (MD22, Fivegait F1: n = 25, and Loose-rein Tdlt T2: n = 24 participating horses). The recordings were
viewed at slow speed (x 0.25) enabling a detailed recording of the horses’ behavioural expressions. Mouth
opening was the most frequently observed behaviour and occurred more in pace and télt (Fivegait F1, 01).
In T2, mouth opening was more frequent in short-rein tolt than during loose-rein tolt (P<0.001). Sudden head
movements, tail swishing and undesired gait changes also occurred, but less frequently. An elongated upper lip
was observed in 12 of the 24 pai ating horses in T2, but only in short-rein tolt, su ting that upper lip
elongation is related to rein tension. We conclude that mouth movements (mouth opening and an elongated
upper lip) are common behavioural expressions in Icelandic horses competing at elite level. Further studies are
required to reveal the signi e of these behaviours in terms of horse welfare.
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BAGGRUND

« Sikring af hestevelfcerd er topprioritet for hestesportsorganisationer

« Adfcerdstegn pd frustration, ubehag eller smerte (‘konfliktadfcerd’)
kan overses

* Tidligere undersagelser fandt hgj forekomst af konfliktadfcerd hos
dressur- og springheste (e.q. Gérecka-Bruzda et al,, 2015: hhv. 19 og 14 pr. min)

* Mangel pd data fra islandske heste
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FO&MAL

Undersage forekomsten af konfliktadfcerd hos Islandske heste pa
eliteniveau (pd Island)

Mundd&bning
Halepisk
Gangartscendringer
Hovedposition

Andre?
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METODE

Online videooptagelser fra stcevne pd Island (Meistaradeild Liflands 2022
via www.alendis.is)

> Femgang F1, n = 25 heste (trav, galop, skridt, pas og tolt): Video
> Tolt T2, n = 24 heste (kort tejle og lang tajle tolt): Video

Optagelserne blev observeret ved lav hastighed (x0.25), som muliggjorde

detaljeret registrering af hestenes adfcerd (inter-observer reliability: r.=0.79 -
0.99, P<0.001)

Frekvenser udregnet pr minut (f.eks. antal munddbninger/sek synlig x 60)
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D22 | Fivegait Fl
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RESULTATER

Munddbning var den hyppigste adfcerd (vist af alle heste undtagen en)
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RESULTATER (F1)

Munddbning
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RESULTATER (T2)
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Munddbning
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Kort tgjle tolt
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RESULTATER

Munddbning var den hyppigste adfcerd (vist af alle heste undtagen en)

Pludselige hovedbevcegelser (frekvens 0-25/min), halepisken (0-38/min)
og ugnskede gangartscendringer (0-16/min) var mindre hyppige

En forlcenget overlcebe blev observeret hos 12 af de 24 heste i T2, men kun
| kort tgjle tolt
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FORLANGET OVERLABE
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DISKUSSION OG KONKLUSION

Hestevelfcerd i sporten er vigtig - bade for hesten og for sportens fremtid

@get opmaerksomhed pd hestes adfcerd og mulige tegn pa frustration,
ubehag eller smerte (konfliktadfcerd) er et vigtigt ferste skridt

Oral adfcerd (dben mund og forlcenget overlcebe) er hyppige
adfcerdsudtryk hos islandske heste pa eliteniveau

Yderligere undersegelser er nedvendige for at forstd sammenhaengen til
hestevelfcerd
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Applied Animal Behaviour Science
Volume 279, October 2024, 106396 b a f'k

Oral behaviour during riding is associated
with oral lesions in dressage horses - A field
study

Janne Winther Christensen © & & | Mette Uldahl ®
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INTRODUKTION

» Hgj forekomst af mundsar hos sportsheste
(Bjornsdéttir et al. 2014; Uldahl & Clayton, 2019; Tuomola et al., 2021; Uldahl et al. 2022a,b)

«  Mundsdr er koblet til treeningsmetoder (trcener),
stramme nceseband, darligt tilpasset udstyr

* Overses adfcerdstegn pd ubehag og smerte?

« Oget opmceerksomhed kan hjcelpe til at reducere
forekomsten
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FORMAL

* Viser heste med mundsdr tegn pd ubehag/smerte under
konkurrence?
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METODE

« 11 dressurheste (Intermediaire 1) tilfceldigt udtaget til
kontrol for mundsar

* Undersagt umiddelbart efter
konkurrence
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METODE

* Hestenes adfcerd observeret fra
videooptagelser (f.eks. dben
mund, halepisken)

e Observateren kendte ikke til
resultatet fra mund-
undersagelsen
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RESULTATER

* Fem hopper, to hingste, fire vallakker, 9-16 ar
(gns. 11.8 £0.7), redet af 11 ryttere

« Fem af hestene havde mundsdr som medferte
udelukkelse jvf DRF reglement

« Sarpatalogi = tryksar
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RESULTATER

« Frekvens af munddbning 8-59 pr. hest (mund synlig 2:40-
2:45)

AARHUS
/ NP UNIVERSITY

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



RESULTATER: FREKVENS AF MUNDABNING

20

P = 0.008

40 A

30 A

20

Freq mouth movements

10 +

/ Med mundsar Uden mundsar
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RESULTATER

* Frekvens af anden adfcerd
Ikke signifikant forskellig,
f.eks. halepisken:

- mundsar: 25[14:27]
- uden mundsar: 10 [ 6:24]
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DISKUSSION OG KONKLUSION

 Oral konfliktadfcerd hcenger sammen med mundsar

» Mundsar hos konkurrenceheste skyldes sandsynligvis
uhensigtsmaessige trceningsmetoder og for meget pres
over tid (effekt af treener i Uldahl et al., 2022)

» Pget opmceerksomhed pa hestens adfcerd kan hjcelpe
med at identificere trceningsmetoder som
kompromitterer hestevelfcerden
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VELFARD HOS SPORTSHESTE

* (Dget fokus pa sikring af hestens behov i hjemmemiljoet

* Dget fokus pad konfliktadfcerd, inkl. diskrete signaler -
bdde i den daglige traening og ved konkurrence

* Fravecer af konfliktadfcerd er ikke nedvendigvis = god
velfcerd
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HESTEVELFARD

Adgang til fuld fysisk
soclal kontakt med
andre heste

Resiliens
Adgana til fri Modstandskraft overfor
bevcegelse kortvarige belastninger

Adgang til grovfoder
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